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Results of the Air Offensive Against North Vietnam 

In his prepared testimony, General Wheeler states that the air 

campaign against North Vietnam is going veil* Se concludes: 

(1) The life and economy of North Vietnam has been disrupted! 

(2) North Vietnamese manpower resources have been diverted 
to defend against and accommodate to air strikes ; 

(3) North Vietnamese demands upon Communist nations for 
war materiel have increased substantially} 

(4) The bombing of North Vietnam is an integral and indis- 
pensable part of our overall strategy in Southeast Asia} 

(5) The air campaign against North Vietnam is achieving its 
objectives and is saving American and Allied lives in South Vietnam. 

Objectives 

The objectives of the air campaign have been *. . . to obstruct, 
reduce, and harass the flow of war- supporting materiel within North 
Vietnam, and from North Vietnam to South Vietnam, and to destroy the 
war-supporting facilities of the enemy. ... to make clear to the 
leaders of North Vietnam that they will continue to play a heavy 
price so long as they carry on their aggression against the South." 
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Bwaalnirsg Targets 

Prepared Testimony — 

"With the exception of the three major ports of North Viet- 
nam, targets in the buffer sons along the Chinese border, and targets 
located in heavily populated areas, the majority of known fixed mili- 
tary targets in North Vietnam have been struck.” 

Comment 

Much of the questioning of General Wheeler was concerned, 
with the number of significant targets remaining in North Vietnam, 

Be stated that important targets remaining included 39 on the JC8 
list and 72 on the so-called CXNCB&C list, for a total of 111- Of 
these, 70 tar gets not yet authorized for strike should be authorised, 
<Ihese target# including airfields, fertilizer plants, a few Small POL 

* ' r/ - 

targets, a few warehouse areas, couple of repair facilities located 
in the very heavily populated areas of B&noi-Halpfcong, 8 Numerous 
questions were asked about the JOS procedures for authorizing targets 
end how frequently higher authorities disapproved JCS recommendations, 
She testimony brought out that the JCS has pushed for ©ore targets 

4 -rv ^.> civwfw 

th an, have been allowed although the J O B Itself -bm s been more restrained 
than field commanders in target recommendations. Numerous leading 
questions were asked by ©embers of the subcommittee to demonstrate 
that civilians in the Pentagon (and to a leaser extent the State 
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ha-vis seriously reduced the effectiveness of the air war 
by restricting the number of significant targets that could be 
brought uuder attack mid thus increased US casualties in the Souths 



"Haiphong Port is estimated to handle 85 percent of Sorth 


Vietnam’s maritime shipping, 95 percent of the POL imports, and over 
TO percent of Worth Vietnam’s total imports, However, these ports — 
and specifically the shipping therein — provide the greatest oppor- 
tunity for Incidents which could lead to further expansion of the 
roles of the Cosaauniet nations in the war." 


25X1 


Under questioning General Wheeler indicated that the JCS bad 
advocated that a way he found to obstruct or stop the flow of var- 
:sw§pa making materials and other supplies through Baiphong. General 
Wheeler advocated *. . . directing attacks against selected but fairly 
remote areas of the Port of Haiphong, with the thought of — If you 
want to use the term — scaring the Soviets and other foreign flag 
•hipping out of the harbor, and thereafter, of course, mining the 
harbor." 

General Wheeler thought the first "clamp" around Haiphong 
could be applied in two weeks, weather permitting. With the weather 
worsening In mid-September, General Wheeler thought it would be harder 
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to maintain the clamp but that such a campaign could, bring substantial 
returns. Under additional questioning about Baiphong General Wheeler 
elated! , .it would be Impossible even if you destroyed the 
Start of istlphong or mined its approaches or both, to create a 
situation where the North Vietnamese, the Soviets and other countries 
would be unable to bring any supply or equipment into the country. 

They could bring it over the beaches, they could use other devices 
to keep a modicum of supply flowing* Be based this conclusion, in 
part, on his am experience in World War XI. 

m, Jt 

General Wheeler’s testimony was not as interlaced with intelligence 


es timat es a® that of the Secretary of Defense. In some instances 
where he did preseat intelligence estimates, he made it clear that 
he did not agree with the conclusions of the intelligence cceraunity. 
General Wheeler stated that in 1966 the total of rail and sea- 


borne supplies furnished to North Vietnam totalled 1.? million tons of 
which an estimated 1,000,000 ton® came by sea. Total shipments were 
expected to increase to 3,050,000 tons in 196?* These are CEB 
estimates that were supplied to a JCS Staff Officer on 11 August 1$?6?. 


General Wheeler also indicated that 125,000 tons military supplies 
cams by rail In 1966, ©its is believed to be a ISA estimate because 
OBR estimates that about 200,000 tons of military supplies arrived 
fey rail in 1966. General Wheeler also stated he believes some military 
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coggaunlty does not support him on this conclusion. 


ftofterenceS to CIA 

(Wy on. nMm to CtA .valuation, of the air «r assaawd 
in the testimony. Us Chief Coumal, Mr. Kendall, »*> reference 
to a statement that appears in the monthly eZk-TSA monthly honb 


l inag e assessment# 

Sfba stepped up air campaign has caused m&t changes in/ 
the air defense system and caused widespread disruption of 
economic activities in Jforth View, ttswever, the Sorth 
Vietnamese still retain the capability to support activities in 
South Vietnam at present or increased combat levels of force 


structure®** 

Mr. gaBtell astod Oenemi if he agreed that the Bamranista 

,tm have that cajabillty to maintain men* fbree level, and teereaee 
Otem. noting that Admiral Bharp thought they vere at their celling nos. 
Qmeml Vheclcr replied they can certainly ** U - M - pretext levels 
became they are so doing, ^wever, he questions whether the Coexists 
m& increase the fores level by any substantial level because ***** 


^ ^ opinion ^ftve are hurting the Sorth Vietnamese more than 

»eognice. Share were no other references, direct or implied, Shout 
<jjA*s role in assessing: the effects of the Bolling Thunder Brograa. 
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General Wheeler stated that the North Vietnamese are now 
firing 25,000 tons of AAA ammunition per month, This is probably 
an early ISA estimate that has been greatly scaled down in recent 
weeks# The current EIA estimate is that k0,000 tons of AAA mam un i •* 
tion were fired during the first six months of 1967 • Wo generally 
concur. 
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